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D e a r  F r i e n d s  a n d  S u p p o r t e r s ,

W e  h a v e  h a d  a n o t h e r  a m a z i n g  y e a r .  A l o n g  w i t h  a d d i n g  o u r  f i r s t
e v e r  ( p a r t - t i m e )  v e t e r i n a r i a n  t o  o u r  t e a m ,  w e  a l s o  c e l e b r a t e d  o u r
50th  Anniversary .  I t ’ s  h u m b l i n g  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  i m p a c t  w e
h a v e  m a d e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  w i l d l i f e
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h o s e  5 0  y e a r s .  W e  p l a n  o n  b e i n g  a r o u n d  f o r  t h e
n e x t  5 0  y e a r s .  T h i s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  d e c a d e ,
h a v i n g  t o  d e a l  f i r s t  w i t h  C O V I D - 1 9  a n d  t h e n  H i g h l y  P a t h o g e n i c
A v i a n  I n f l u e n z a  ( H P A I ) .  B u t  h e r e  w e  a r e ,  s t i l l  h e l p i n g  a n i m a l s  a n d
e d u c a t i n g  o u r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  o n  h o w  t o  l i v e  w i t h  a n d  p r o t e c t
o u r  l o c a l  w i l d l i f e .
 
W e  w e r e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o  r a i s e  a l m o s t  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  o n  Giv ing  Tuesday
t h i s  y e a r .  T h e  g o a l  w a s  t o  r a i s e  m o n e y  f o r  o u r  m e d i c a l  p r o g r a m ,
a n d  t h a t  a m o u n t  w i l l  r e a l l y  h e l p  w i t h  g e t t i n g  n e w  e q u i p m e n t ,
m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s ,  a n d  m o r e .  S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  g o e s  t o  F o u r  C ’ s
N u r s e r y  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a  d o n a t i o n  m a t c h  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r ,  h e l p i n g
t o  i n s p i r e  o t h e r s  t o  g i v e .  

W e  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  o u r  2023  accompl ishments :
H i r e d  o u r  f i r s t  v e t e r i n a r i a n
C e l e b r a t e d  o u r  5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  a l l  y e a r  l o n g
B u i l t  a  n e w  r a p t o r  p r e - r e l e a s e  e n c l o s u r e  w i t h  4  s e p a r a t e
h o l d i n g  a r e a s
B u i l t  a  n e w  s m a l l  m a m m a l  a n d  b i r d  e n c l o s u r e ,  a l s o  w i t h  4
s e p a r a t e  h o l d i n g  a r e a s
U p d a t e d  o u r  l o g o  w i t h  a  m o d e r n  l o o k
H i r e d  o u r  f i r s t  g r a n t  w r i t e r  t o  h e l p  u s  f i n d  a n d  r e c e i v e  m o r e
g r a n t s

O u r  plans  for  2024  a r e  e x c i t i n g :
M o v i n g  o u r  v e t e r i n a r i a n  f r o m  p a r t  t o  f u l l - t i m e
P u r c h a s i n g  m o r e  m e d i c a l  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  i n - h o u s e  d i a g n o s i s
a n d  t r e a t m e n t
H i r i n g  o u r  f i r s t  e v e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  p e r s o n  t o  h e l p  o u r  f i n a n c e s
k e e p  u p  w i t h  o u r  f a c i l i t y  g r o w t h
A d d i n g  a  s e p a r a t e  t r i a g e  b u i l d i n g  t o  h e l p  p r e v e n t  d i s e a s e
t r a n s m i s s i o n
B u i l d  a  n e w  e d u c a t i o n  p a v i l i o n  f o r  s m a l l  g r o u p s

W e  a r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  o f  o u r  s u p p o r t e r s .  N o n e  o f  t h i s  w o u l d
b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t .

T r a c y  F r a m p t o n                                           J o s i e  Q u i r o z
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r                                       B o a r d  C h a i r
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T h e  F W H  i s  a  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( T a x  I D  #  2 3 - 7 2 9 2 8 2 6 ) .
Y o u r  d o n a t i o n s  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e !  Y o u  c a n  h e l p  w i l d l i f e  b y  c a l l i n g  ( 3 2 1 )  2 5 4 - 8 8 4 3  o r  v i s i t i n g

f l o r i d a w i l d l i f e h o s p i t a l . o r g / m e m b e r s h i p s .  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  t a x - d e d u c t i b l e  a s  a l l o w e d  b y  l a w .
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Board of Directors

B o a r d  C h a i r
J o s i e  Q u i r o z

B O A R D  O F F I C E R S

V i c e  C h a i r
J o  F a d e n

S e c r e t a r y
D o n n a  M c G i l l

T r e a s u r e r
D a n i e l a  G o y e r

B O A R D  M E M B E R S  
B a r b  S l o a nS t e v e n  L o n gM i c h e l l e  F a r q u h a r s o n

J u l i e  H a r r i s o n
M i c h e l l e  S a l y e r

FWH Community

571 NEW DONORS

These people donated for the
first time in 2023

115 MONTHLY MEMBERS

These members help smooth
out the ups and downs of
annual gifts

1223 ANNUAL MEMBERS

These members make a gift once
or twice a year 

77%
of our donors
live in Florida

Donors from 

other states
26 



1 9 8 3 1 9 9 3

50th Anniversary

1 9 7 3

1 9 7 3 :  O p e n e d  b y
C a r l t o n  &  G l a d y s

T e a t e

1 9 7 4 :  R e c e s s i o n  h i t s  t h e
F l o r i d a  W i l d l i f e
S a n c t u a r y -  T h e

c o m m u n i t y  r e a c h e s  o u t
w i t h  a  h e l p i n g  h a n d

1 9 9 7 :  R e s t r u c t u r e
a s  i n d e p e n d e n t

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h
a  n e w  n a m e

- R e c e i v e  d o n a t i o n
o f  3 . 5  a c r e s  o f
l a n d  o n  U S  1

1 9 9 8 :  R e c e i v e
d o n a t i o n  o f

a d d i t i o n a l  1 . 5
a c r e s  o f  l a n d  
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1 9 7 5 :  H o s p i t a l  g e t s
f u n d s  f r o m  C o u n t y

C o m m i s s i o n  a n d
C i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e

a n d  w i n s  a w a r d
f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n

e d u c a t i o n

1 9 8 1 :  C i t y  o f  S a t e l l i t e  
B e a c h  w o r k s  w i t h  F l o r i d a  

W i l d l i f e  S a n c t u a r y  t o
c o n t r o l  t h e i r  r o d e n t  

p r o b l e m  w i t h  o w l s



2 0 2 0 :  H o s p i t a l   
g e t s  r e d  l i g h t

l a s e r  t o  r e d u c e
p a i n  a n d

i n f l a m m a t i o n  i n
p a t i e n t  i n j u r i e s

Timeline

202320132003

2 0 0 3 :  B r a n d  n e w
h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t y  i s  b u i l t

2 0 0 2 :
C o n s t r u c t i o n

b e g i n s  o n  a  n e w
h o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g

1999

2 0 2 3 :  H i r e d
f i r s t  o n - s t a f f
v e t e r i n a r i a n

2 0 1 7 :  B e g i n
p a r t n e r s h i p

w i t h  t h e
B r e v a r d  Z o o

- N e w  X - r a y
m a c h i n e

2 0 1 8 :  H i r e d  f i r s t
F T  c e r t i f i e d  v e t

t e c h

2 0 2 3 :  5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y
r i b b o n  c u t t i n g  w i t h
M e l b o u r n e  R e g i o n a l

C h a m b e r .
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2 0 0 0 :  A d d i t i o n
i s  b u i l t  o n t o
h o s p i t a l  f o r
m o r e  s p a c e

- F i r s t  B l e s s i n g
o f  t h e  A n i m a l s

2008

2 0 0 8 :  F l i g h t
C a g e  b u i l t

- F i r s t  R u n n i n g
W i l d  5 k

2 0 1 4 :  F i r s t  H o o t
i n  t h e  P a r k2 0 0 5 :  F i r s t

i n t e r n s



We would not be able to help al l  of  the wildli fe that we do
without the assistance of our wonderful partners in the
community.  In 2023,  partners helped install  i rr igation pipes,
maintained our beautiful  pond, donated items for the
animals ,  and assisted with vet care.
Chastain Skil lman also discounted a property survey and
Moss,  Krusick,  & Associates discounted a f inancial  audit for
the hospital .

W e  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  t o  b e  a  r e c i p i e n t  o f  W K M G  N e w s
C h a n n e l  6 ' s  G e t t i n g  R e s u l t s  A w a r d .  W e  a r e  a l s o  p r o u d  o f
o u r  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  T r a c y  F r a m p t o n ,  w h o  w a s
n o m i n a t e d  a s  o n e  o f  O r l a n d o  B u s i n e s s  J o u r n a l ' s  2 0 2 3
W o m e n  W h o  M e a n  B u s i n e s s .  O u r  B o a r d  C h a i r ,  J o s i e
Q u i r o z ,  a n d  o u r  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  A p r i l  G e e r ,  w e r e  b o t h
r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  R e g i o n a l  C h a m b e r  o f
C o m m e r c e  f o r  H e r o  A p p r e c i a t i o n  W e e k .  T h e y  a r e  b o t h
a m a z i n g  h e r o e s  f o r  w i l d l i f e .    

Community Partners
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$ 7 1 4 , 0 1 5
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2 %

I N C O M E
D o n a t i o n s
G r a n t s
E v e n t s
M e r c h a n d i s e
O u t r e a c h
M e m o r i a l

T O T A L

$ 7 1 4 , 0 5 0

5 6 %    
3 7 %
3 %
2 %
1 %
1 %

Donations
56%

Grants
37%

Events
3%

Memorial
1%

Animal servic
70%

Professional fees & licenses
7%

Utilities & insurance
6%

Payroll taxes
5%

Food & med supplies
4%

O u t r e a c h
1 %

M e r c h a n d i s e
2 %

Financial Report
F L O R I D A  W I L D L I F E  H O S P I T A L  I S  A  5 0 1 ( C ) 3  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  T H A T  D E P E N D S
P R I M A R I L Y  O N  P R I V A T E  D O N A T I O N S  F O R  I T S  P R O G R A M S  A N D  S E R V I C E S .  G R A N T S
A N D  G I V I N G  T U E S D A Y  W E R E  U S E D  T O  H E L P  W I T H  R E P A I R S  A N D  C O N S T R U C T I O N .

* * B E Q U E S T S  H A V E  B E E N  F A C T O R E D  O U T  F O R  B U D G E T I N G  P U R P O S E S * *
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Vet services & animal care
70%

Maint. supplies 
& equip 2%

Management
exp 4%

Events & training
2%

Food & meds
4%

E X P E N S E S
V e t  S e r v i c e s  &  C a r e
P r o f e s s i o n a l  F e e s  &
    L i c e n s e s
U t i l i t i e s  &  I n s u r a n c e
P a y r o l l ,  T a x e s ,  
     &  F e e s
F o o d s  &  M e d s
M a n a g e m e n t  E x p .
M a i n t e n a n c e  S u p p l i e s  
     &  E q u i p m e n t     
E v e n t s  &  T r a i n i n g

T O T A L

Utilities & 
insurance

6%



Capital Construction
C O N T I N U I N G  T O  I N C R E A S E  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  P R E - R E L E A S E

E N C L O S U R E S  O N  O U R  P R O P E R T Y  T O  M E E T  A N  I N C R E A S I N G  N E E D
F O R  S P A C E  A S  W E  S E E  M O R E  P A T I E N T S  

Medium Flight Enclosure
We have a 100-foot f l ight cage which is required to rehabil itate larger raptors ,  but
sometimes we, l ike a busy ER, have more patients than we have rooms. Our new medium
flight cage wil l  give us much needed additional cage space for smaller raptors and for
larger raptors that are waiting their turn for the 100-foot f l ight cage.

Small Mammal and Bird Enclosure
Most of our pre-release enclosures are multi-use,  meaning more than one type of animal
can be housed in the enclosure (not at the same time).  This enclosure can hold small
mammals such a squirrels and songbirds such at mockingbirds and blue jays .  This new
aluminum structure has four separate holding areas.

Looking Forward
In 2024,  in addition to the plans mentioned in the Director ’s
Letter on page one, we are planning to bring back the “rescue” in
rescue,  rehabil itate and release.   We hope to have a rescue
vehicle,  equipment and more folks vaccinated for rabies as a
precaution.  This wil l  be a costly endeavor but necessary for those
times when someone just can’t  get the animal to us themselves.   
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1 3  C o m m o n  L o o n
3  C o m m o n  N i g h t h a w k
1  C o m m o n  T e r n
1 4  C o m m o n  
    Y e l l o w t h r o a t
1  C o n n e c t i c u t  W a r b l e r
1 4  C o o p e r ’ s  H a w k
3 6  C o r y ’ s  S h e a r w a t e r
2 6  D o u b l e - c r e s t e d  
    C o r m o r a n t
1 0  D o w n y  W o o d p e c k e r
1  E a s t e r n  B l u e b i r d
4  E a s t e r n  P h o e b e
1 0 2  E a s t e r n  S c r e e c h  O w l
1  Eastern  Whip-poor -
wi l l *
1  E a s t e r n  W o o d  P e e w e e
4 0  F i s h  C r o w
2  G l o s s y  I b i s
1 3  G r a y  C a t b i r d
5 1  G r e a t  B l u e  H e r o n
1  G r e a t  C r e s t e d
F l y c a t c h e r
9  G r e a t  E g r e t
7  G r e a t  H o r n e d  O w l
7  G r e a t  S h e a r w a t e r
1 5  G r e e n  H e r o n
3  H e r m i t  T h r u s h
2 7  H e r r i n g  G u l l
3  K i l l d e e r
5 5  L a u g h i n g  G u l l
1  L e a c h ’ s  S t o r m  P e t r e l
4  L e a s t  B i t t e r n
1 6  L e a s t  T e r n *
2  L e s s e r  B l a c k - b a c k e d
G u l l
2 3  L e s s e r  S c a u p
1 8  L i m p k i n
2  L i t t l e  B l u e  H e r o n
1 4  L o g g e r h e a d  S h r i k e
4 6  M a l l a r d
1  M a r s h  W r e n
1  M e r l i n
6  M o t t l e d  D u c k
3 1 9  M o u r n i n g  D o v e
3 1  N o r t h e r n  B o b w h i t e *
4 2  N o r t h e r n  C a r d i n a l
2 7  N o r t h e r n  G a n n e t

5,959 Total Patients
W E  A R E  O N L Y  P E R M I T T E D  T O  T R E A T  A N D  R E L E A S E  N A T I V E  
A N D  M I G R A T O R Y  W I L D L I F E .  B E L O W  I S  A  L I S T  O F  A L L  T H E  
N A T I V E  S P E C I E S  W E  S A W  I N  2 0 2 3 .  

A m p h i b i a
2   S o u t h e r n  T o a d
A v i a n
2  A m e r i c a n  B i t t e r n
1 4  A m e r i c a n  B l a c k
V u l t u r e
2  A m e r i c a n  C o o t
2  A m e r i c a n  K e s t r e l *
2  A m e r .  P u r p l e  G a l l i n u l e
2  A m e r i c a n  R e d s t a r t
4 1  A m e r i c a n  W h i t e  I b i s  
3  A m e r .  W h i t e  P e l i c a n
1  A m e r i c a n  W i g e o n
3 1  A n h i n g a
4  A u d u b o n ’ s  S h e a r w a t e r
2  B a l d  E a g l e
4  B a r n  O w l
2  B a r n  S w a l l o w
1 8  B a r r e d  O w l
4  B e l t e d  K i n g f i s h e r
2  B i c k n e l l ’ s  T h r u s h
7  B l a c k  B e l l i e d  W h i s t l i n g
_ . D u c k
2  B l a c k - c r o w n e d  N i g h t
H e r o n
10  Black  Scoter*
4  B l a c k  S k i m m e r
1  B l a c k - a n d - w h i t e   
    W a r b l e r
2  B lack-capped Petre l *
1  B l a c k - n e c k e d  S t i l t
1  B l a c k - t h r o a t e d  B l u e  
    W a r b l e r
1 1 9  B l u e  J a y
1  B l u e - h e a d e d  V i r e o
1  B l u e - w i n g e d  T e a l
2 0  B o a t - t a i l e d  G r a c k l e
1  B o n a p a r t e ’ s  G u l l
1  B r i d l e d  T e r n
1 1 9  B r o w n  P e l i c a n
1 9  B r o w n  T h r a s h e r
1  B r o w n - h e a d e d  C o w b i r d
1  B u f f l e h e a d
1 8  C a r o l i n a  W r e n
7  C a t t l e  E g r e t
6  C e d a r  W a x w i n g
2 6  C h i m n e y  S w i f t
9  C o m m o n  G a l l i n u l e
1 8 0  C o m m o n  G r a c k l e
8  C o m m o n  G r o u n d  D o v e

1 4 3  N o r t h e r n  
    M o c k i n g b i r d
4  N o r t h e r n  P a r u l a
1  N o r t h e r n  W a t e r t h r u s h
1 2 2  O s p r e y
1 1  O v e n b i r d
1  P a i n t e d  B u n t i n g
7  P a l m  W a r b l e r
7  P i e d - b i l l e d  G r e b e
6  P i l e a t e d  W o o d p e c k e r
1  P i n e  W a r b l e r
1  P r a i r i e  W a r b l e r
5  P u r p l e  M a r t i n
1 0 2  R e d - b e l l i e d  
    W o o d p e c k e r
6  R e d - e y e d  V i r e o
8 2  R e d - s h o u l d e r e d  H a w k
6  R e d - t a i l e d  H a w k
2 0  R i n g - b i l l e d  G u l l
3 4  R o y a l  T e r n
1  R u b y - t h r o a t e d  
    H u m m i n g b i r d
4  R u d d y  T u r n s t o n e
2  S a n d e r l i n g
4 3  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e
1  S c a r l e t  T a n a g e r
3  S h a r p - s h i n n e d  H a w k
7  S n o w y  E g r e t
1  S o l i t a r y  S a n d p i p e r
2  Sooty  Shearwater*
3  S o o t y  T e r n
5  S o r a
3  S w a l l o w - t a i l e d  K i t e
1  T r e e  S w a l l o w
2  T r i - c o l o r e d  H e r o n
1  T u r k e y
1 2  T u r k e y  V u l t u r e
2  V e e r y
1  V i r g i n i a  R a i l
1  W h i t e - t a i l e d
T r o p i c b i r d
1  W h i t e - w i n g e d  D o v e
2  W i l s o n ’ s  S n i p e
3  W i l s o n ’ s  S t o r m  P e t r e l
1  W i n t e r  W r e n
6  W o o d  D u c k
8  W o o d  S t o r k
1  W o o d  T h r u s h
4  Y e l l o w - b e l l i e d  
 S a p s u c k e r

9  Y e l l o w - b i l l e d  C u c k o o
1 3  Y e l l o w - r u m p e d  
    W a r b l e r
4  Y e l l o w - t h r o a t e d
W a r b l e r

M a m m a l s
1 8  B r a z i l i a n  F r e e - t a i l e d  
    B a t
1  C o y o t e
7 1 2  E a s t e r n  C o t t o n t a i l
5 6 5  E a s t e r n  G r a y  
    S q u i r r e l
7  E a s t e r n  M o l e
1  E a s t e r n  W o o d  R a t
2 7  E v e n i n g  B a t
9 7  M a r s h  R a b b i t
1 7  N i n e - b a n d e d  
    A r m a d i l l o
5  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  R i v e r  
    O t t e r
3 7 7  N o r t h e r n  R a c c o o n
1 8  N o r t h e r n  Y e l l o w  B a t
8  S e m i n o l e  B a t
4  S o u t h e a s t e r n  M y o t i s
8  S o u t h e r n  F l y i n g  
    S q u i r r e l
8 1 2  V i r g i n i a  O p o s s u m
5  W h i t e - t a i l e d  D e e r

R e p t i l e s
1 1  B l a c k  R a c e r
1  C o m m o n  G a r t e r  S n a k e
2  C o m m o n  M u d  T u r t l e
1  C o m m o n  M u s k  T u r t l e
3 1  C o m m o n  S n a p p i n g
T u r t l e
4  C o r n  S n a k e s
3  D iamondback
Terrapin*
2 5  E a s t e r n  B o x  T u r t l e
4 3  F l .  P e n i n s u l a  C o o t e r
2  F l .  R e d - b e l l i e d  
    C o o t e r
7 7  F l .  S o f t s h e l l  T u r t l e
200 Gopher  Torto ise*
1 2  S t r i p e d  M u d  T u r t l e
3  Y e l l o w  R a t  S n a k e

*Vulnerable/Threatened/endangered
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Patient Stories
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Softshell  Turtle 23-0129

This turtle is  a resident in
one of our volunteer 's
neighborhood. Neighbors
spotted this poor turtle and
thought it  was dead, but
luckily it  was sti l l  hanging
on. It  took another couple
sightings before our
volunteer was able to
rescue it  and bring it  in for
help.  The turtle received
medications to reduce the
swell ing and infection
before surgery to remove
the mass on the side of the
neck.  It  healed well  and
after two months of
recuperation,  the same
volunteer was able to take
it and release it  back home.

Barn Owls 23-1590, 23-
1625, 23-1794, 23-1795

These barn owls nested in
the duct work of a new
house that was being built .
We got one owl at f irst ,
then a sibl ing was brought
in the next day.  We were
told there weren't  any
others but our staff  double
checked and found that
there were others but they
were too high to reach.
The home owners said they
were going to shoot them
so that they could f inish
construction.  We
immediately contacted
Florida Fish and Wildli fe
since they were
threatening to i l legally ki l l
the innocent birds.  The
story has a happy ending
though because FWC and
Wild Florida Rescue
worked together to get the
last two owlets to us.  They
were al l  reunited and after
learning how to f ly and
catch food, they were
released. 

Eastern Gray Squirrels
23-4690, 23-4691

A member of the public
brought in two baby
squirrels that had hardly any
fur and their eyes were sti l l
closed. Tree tr immers
accidentally cut their  nest
down and left the babies on
the ground. They brought
them in to us and we made
sure they were healthy and
uninjured. One of our staff
took them back to where
their nest had come down.

The mom picked up the
first baby and ran it  across
a busy road so our staff
took the second baby
across the street for her .
The staff  watched her
build a new nest in a tal l
palm tree.  
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Soft Shell  Turtles 23-3448 to 23-3450
Mom came to us after being hit by a vehicle.
She had some bumps, scrapes and wounds
but most were superficial .  Radiographs
revealed she was an expectant mother and
she later laid eggs while in our care.  The
eggs were placed in an special ized repti le
incubator .  Once the mom’s wounds healed,
she was released. After a couple months in
the incubator ,  her eggs hatched and the
babies were also released.

Bald Eagle 23-2468
This juvenile eagle arrived in May 2023 with a wing fracture.  After
radiographs and consulting with Brevard Zoo veterinaries ,  it  was
determined that is  was a comminuted fracture (broken in
multiple places) .  It  also was starting to heal on it ’s  own so we
didn’t interfere.  He is st i l l  f ly ing only occasionally and not
steering very well .  We are hopeful he can make a full  recovery but
as of February,  2024 he is st i l l  with us rebuilding strength in the
broken wing.

Limpkins
We had l impkins come to us on several occasions in 2023.  A
limpkin is a unique wading bird that eats mostly snails .
That food item is not something we regularly have on hand.
We did a shoutout to our fr iends for snails and found
several locations with invasive snail  populations.  It  is  only
legal to collect non-native snails which made food
collection more complicated. Our fr iends were up to the
challenge and helped to keep the l impkins eating.  This lead
to the successful rehabil itation and release of this unique
bird.

Black-crowned Night Heron 23-5034
This heron arrived unable to stand without
assistance.  There were no signif icant
findings during the intake exam, but clearly
something wasn’t r ight.  He received anti-
inflammatories and supportive care init ial ly .   
Once he was able to stand on his own,
physical therapy was added to his routine
and he was able to be released after 57
days in our care!



Events
W E  L O V E  C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  T E A C H I N G  P E O P L E
A B O U T  F L O R I D A ’ S  A M A Z I N G  W I L D L I F E .  

Blessing of the Animals
It  was another wonderful
celebration of pets and wildli fe
at the 23rd annual  Blessing of

the Animals hosted by Tails at
the Barkery .  This year Wink the

Screech Owl,  Trinity the Three-
toed Box Turtle,  and Sriracha
the Red Rat Snake attended to
raise awareness and funds for
wildli fe in need.

Open Houses
For our 50th anniversary,  we
decided to celebrate by invit ing
the public ,  in small  groups,  to
take a walking tour of the
property.  Visitors got to meet
and learn about our education
animals ,  see how the hospital  is
laid out,  and view the different
outdoor enclosures that are
special ized for different species
of patients on our f ive acre
property.
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Running Wild
This year we took a step back from
managing the Running Wild 5K and let
Running Zone Foundation manage all
of the race preparations.  We were sti l l
there with our animal ambassadors out
on the course,  and Running Zone
Foundation generously donated a
percentage of the proceeds to the
hospital  to help wildli fe .  



Community Events
Staff  and volunteers from the
hospital  participated in Viera Voice’s
Scarecrow Walk.  They created a jack-
lantern scarecrow dressed up as an
opossum which was auctioned off  to
raise money for the Brevard Schools
Foundation.
We also picked up trash along the
Pineda Causeway,  organized by Keep
Brevard Beautiful  for International
Coastal Cleanup Day.  We joined in
with a total of 695 volunteers who
picked up almost 9,000 pounds of
trash and debris from 41 miles of
Indian River Lagoon shorelines.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
The Melbourne Regional Chamber
joined us for a r ibbon cutting
ceremony as we celebrated f ive
decades of caring for the wildli fe of
Brevard County (and surrounding
counties) .  We are very proud of al l
that we have accomplished over the
last 50 years and even more excited
thinking about the next 50.

Hoot in the Park
This was our most successful Hoot in the
Park ever !  This year had more sponsors ,
more vendors,  more activit ies ,  and more
chances to meet and greet our animal
ambassadors.  We were also excited to
feature the art work of our f irst annual art
contest winner on our event t-shirts .
Congrats to Kahlia H.  for her beautiful
drawing!
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Our volunteers not only
contribute to the direct care of
wildli fe patients but also play
a crucial  role in community
education and outreach.
Through hour long programs,
guided tours ,  and outreach
events,  they act as
ambassadors for wildl i fe
conservation,  spreading
awareness about the
importance of coexisting with
our wild neighbors.  In doing
so,  they inspire others to join
the cause and become
stewards of our natural world.
We are hopeful that this
education prevents many more
animals from ever having to be
admitted as patients in the
first place.

 

 Outreach &
 Education

Community
members 
reached

Outreach
Programs

Volunteer hours
by C.O.R.E

Raised to
help keep

wildlife wild

6,253

71

$5,450

2,104
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In 2023,  we had the highest
number of programs ever !  And
we are passionate about
continuing to grow and improve
our educational outreach. 

This year we received the 2023
Oxbow Rescue Grant which wil l
be used to build an outdoor
education center on property.
We wil l  be able to host
education programs, small
camps, and outdoor education
activit ies on site for the f irst
t ime ever !  
We said goodbye to one of our
beloved animal ambassadors
this year ,  Bella ,  the American
kestrel .  She was with us for 14
years and for such a small  bird,
she made a huge impression
and she wil l  
be dearly 
missed.



F R O M  T O P  L E F T :
S O F Í A  |  S P R I N G  A C

H A L E Y  |  S U M M E R  A C
B R I A N N A  |  S U M M E R  A C

K A Y L A  | S U M M E R  A C
J A D E  |  S U M M E R  V T

J O S H  |  S U M M E R  N P M
J E N N A  |  F A L L  V T
A D A M  |  F A L L  V T

K A Y L A  |  F A L L  A C
F A I T H  |  F A L L  A C

K Y R A  |  F A L L  E D U

Scout Projects

Interns
E X P A N D I N G  O U R  E D U C A T I O N  O P P O R T U N I T I E S .

In 2023,  we educated more young minds than ever before!  We also had our f irst ever
international intern (from Colombia) and our f irst education intern.  We are excited that
as our facil ity grows,  we are also able to grow our opportunities for students to learn
more about wildl i fe rehabil itation and medicine.  

Peyton W.  of  Troop 373 built  stands for our planter boxes and planted edible plants

that we can use for our patients .  Zach E. of Troop 300 built  woodpecker nest boxes for

patients .  Sylvia K. of Troop 4373 built  a large tortoise pen that is  used by our resident

turtles and tortoises.  Javen L. of Troop 380 made f ive raccoon hammocks out of

upcycled f ire hose.  Thor K. of Troop 373 built  12 screech owl nest boxes for patients .  
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AC - Animal Care | VT - Vet Tech | NPM - Non-Profit Management | EDU - Education



Volunteer Impact and Dedication:
In the heart of our Wildli fe Hospital 's  success l ies the unwavering
commitment of our dedicated volunteers .  Their passion for wildl i fe
conservation and tireless efforts have been instrumental in shaping the
posit ive outcomes we've achieved this past year .  As we reflect on the
milestones reached and the challenges overcome, it  is  impossible to
ignore the invaluable contributions of our volunteer team. Our
volunteers have an immeasurable impact on the l ives of countless wild
animals and has helped advance our goal of preserving biodiversity .

Diverse Skill  Sets, Singular Goal:
The strength of our volunteer team lies not only in its numbers but 
in the diverse ski l l  sets each member brings to the table.  From 
animal lovers to ski l led craftspeople to veteran volunteers who help
knock out the piles of laundry and dishes everyday,  each volunteer 
plays a unique role in ensuring the smooth operation of our hospital .
This diversity fosters an environment of continuous learning and
collaboration,  strengthening our abil ity to provide the best care
possible.

17,391Volunteers
T H E  P E O P L E  T H A T  M A K E  I T  P O S S I B L E .  Volunteer 

Hours

147
Active

Volunteers
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Compassion in Action:
Beyond the numbers,  it 's  the compassion and dedication of our
volunteers that truly set them apart .  Whether it 's  the late-night   
rescues,  working in the extreme Florida weather,  or the com-  
passionate care provided to each patient,  our volunteers           
exemplify the spir it  of service.  Their self less commitment to                 
the welfare of every creature admitted to our hospital  is  the           
driving force behind our success.

Recognition and Gratitude:
As we look to the future,  we are confident that with the 
help of our amazing volunteers ,  our impact wil l  only grow, 
creating a brighter and more sustainable future for 
wildl i fe .

$520,866
based on National Value 

for Volunteer Hours at
IndependentSector.org
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Ongoing Projects 
FWH continues to provide specimens to
Florida Fish and Wildlife  to help monitor

disease and population health.  Specif ically ,
we send bird samples for the highly
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) and turtle
samples for fraservirus (TFV1) .

We are providing samples to the Department
of Environmental Protection  in order to

better understand the prevalence of plastics
in aquatic avian species.  

Since 2017,  we have provided lab specimens
for Eastern Florida State College’s  Vet

Nursing Program. While we wish the outcome
for these patients was better ,  at least their
deaths wil l  help to educate the next
generation of Veterinary Nurses.  

Some of the more unique species that don’t
make it  are donated to the University of
Florida’s Museum of Natural History  where

things l ike feathers from uncommon birds
can be studies to help scientists learn more
about these species.

New Projects
We are working with Blue World Research
Institute by submitting the f ishing l ine 
and lures that are attached to birds as they 
study the impacts of human impacts,  such as
fishing,  on wildli fe .

Science
W E  S T R I V E  T O  N O T  O N L Y  H E L P  T H E  A N I M A L S  I N
O U R  C A R E  B U T  A L S O  T H E  L A R G E R  P O P U L A T I O N S
T H O U G H  R E S E A R C H  P A R T N E R S H I P S .
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WE       OUR SPONSORS
W E  A R E  S O  T H A N K F U L  T O  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E

C O M M U N I T Y  W H O  S U P P O R T  O U R  M I S S I O N  A N D  T H E
C O N S E R V A T I O N  O F  O U R  A M A Z I N G  W I L D L I F E .

HOOT IN THE PARK

RUNNING WILD 5K

GRANTS

Leslie Alexander Foundation
Sue Bassett Foundation
Margaret Binz Foundation
Stephen and Mary Birch Foundation
Albert & Birdie Einstein Fund
Roy and Barbara Stevens Foundation
Summerlee Foundation
William and Helen Thomas Charitable Trust
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Florida Wildlife Hospital
4560 North US Highway 1

Palm Shores, FL 32935
(321) 254-8843

www.FloridaWildlifeHospital.org 


